[Three-dimensional echography: cardiovascular applications].
Real-time three-dimensional echocardiography is currently used in a standard echocardiographic examination. Volume-rendered images better identify and locate anatomic structures and improve our comprehensive approach to various heart diseases. The assessment of mitral valve disease and congenital cardiopathies and the measurement of left ventricular mass, volume, and ejection fraction are the three main applications of three-dimensional echocardiography. Three-dimensional vascular imaging is an emerging and promising application of three-dimensional echography. The near future of three-dimensional echography requires the integration of all modalities of conventional echography in three dimensional probes, a higher image resolution compared to the current situation, as well as the development of real-time three-dimensional probes dedicated to transesophageal cardiac or vascular examination.